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__4___  Content (4, 4, 4)   
 
Using a real question from the field allows the student to establish an authentic purpose.  
The writer maintains the focus throughout the piece.  Insight is evident in the connections 
made with real-world applications and within the process itself.  The audience is specific, 
and the writer communicates effectively with the audience throughout the piece, both in 
awareness of audience’s needs and awareness of audience’s prior knowledge.  The tone 
of the piece is appropriate for the genre.  Idea development is thorough and specific, with 
careful attention to detail and without bias. 
Charts (or other graphics) can be used to enhance meaning; however, the charts in this 
piece merely repeat information from the text. Additionally, these charts are not inserted 
at the appropriate place and they are over-sized. 
 
__3___  Structure (3, 3, 3)   
 
While the piece demonstrates logical, coherent organization, and the piece reflects careful 
and purposeful organization, the text-heaviness of the piece, along with the 
generic/formulaic use of subheadings, precludes its being as effective as it might have 
been.  The use of subheadings as a transitional/organizational technique is appropriate to 
the genre; however, the subheadings used here are formulaic and generic, and their use 
would have been more effective if they had been adapted more specifically for this paper.  
The use of sentences of greater length and complexity, which would be valued in pieces 
from other genres, is not appropriate here (e.g., “Yet, if they could buy a simple, cheap 
program that would instantly compose new music each time it was accessed by their 
product, this would be much less of a problem and would provide the same benefits of 
more expensive music, while diverting less effort and financing away from their main 
focus.”)   
 
__4___  Conventions (4, 4, 3)   
 
The language in the piece is precise and technically correct.  Technical terms (e.g., 
“random number generator,” “single-note-melody, basic-chord-progression,” “1-
proportion z-test”) are used effectively.  Passive voice, appropriate for this genre, is used 
throughout, which helps maintain the tone of the piece.  The use of parentheses 
throughout the Discussion section does not meet the standards for correctness for the 
genre (e.g. “which did not pass,” “which would be useful to know”) as it detracts from 
the tone of the piece:  if it is important enough to include, do not use parentheses. 


